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BIBFRAME and Linked Data practices for the stewardship of research knowledge

Abstract:

The emerging BIBFRAME (Bibliographic Framework Initiative) data model for the future evolvement of bibliographic formats is currently the subject of discussion and development within the galleries, libraries, archives and museums (GLAMs) community.  The new framework is intended to open up the possibilities of Linked Data, providing greater visibility and discoverability for the resources and making bibliographic information more flexible and accessible to end users across the web, rather than just library, archives or museum patrons.

Many organizations are beginning to experiment with this framework and develop new workflow and business models to respond to the changing needs e.g. of the library world.  The paper will focuses on concrete experiences:  from the Automatic publication under Linked Data Paradigm of Library Data (ALIADA) co-financed project by the European Union’s Research and Innovation funding programme (www.aliada-project.eu),  to the SHARE Virtual Discovery Environment in Linked Data initiative (www.share-vde.org) that envolves a group of North American institutions in the context of different systems, habits and cataloguing traditions.

The processes of enrichment with URIs, the conversion into RDF, the reconciliation and the creation of relationship criteria useful to move progressively to a more effective identification of entities, and the usefulness of a knowledge base of clusters clusters that uses the paradigms of the semantic web will be addressed.  Also the impact of a FRBR/BIBFRAME layer architecture portal will be discussed.

All work on the potential exploitation and diffusion of library, archives and museum data to a wider audience, enriching the World Wide Web with valuable information that until now has remained hidden in archives, collections and catalogues, promotes a culture of openness towards knowledge that has multiple advantages for all components of the information chain.  Libraries and museums benefit from the opportunity to provide more comprehensive tools, while end users are able to access a wealth of information.

Humanities scholarly publications, as with all research, need now to be even more visible, available, accessible and innovative.  Changing perceptions and the acknowledgement of the importance of Humanities for society can lead to an increase in research and reduce the risk of marginalisation.  Higher levels of funding through specific initiatives and projects, in turn, are necessary to extend the reach of this goal.  The key is collaboration among all involved players and the Linked Data practices introduce an invaluable opportunity for Digital Humanities that can contribute to taking forward cultural heritage for future generations.
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